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What is SMG?
A division of Content Ventures 
(separate from USA TODAY Sports), 
dedicated to niche sports 
entertainment and off-platform 
audience development.
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What does SMG do?
SMG serves Owned and Operated 
properties, Tentpole events, and 
Affiliate Partners. 

SMG’s focus is on engaging 
audiences that are passionate about 
a sport, league, team or a player.



 What is SMG? Joe Myers, UX/UI Design

Who is SMG?
SMG employs its own teams for 
operations, sales, marketing, 
product, development, and UX. 

Most teams report up to Content 
Ventures or other appropriate 
management groups at Gannett.
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What does SMG build?
• Niche content designed around 

quick consumption, heavy 
engagement, and virality 

• Deep dive special interest sites 

• Special events or interactivity-
rich companion engagement
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What is Lawrence?
• A Wordpress-based platform, created in 2013, 

housing most of SMG’s branded properties. 

• A nimble editorial platform designed to 
accommodate all media types and third-party 
embeds. 

• Allows for quick launch of new sites and has 
grown organically to house over 70 properties. 

• Due for a refactoring of its code base and an 
upgrade to retain its nimbleness while matching 
the evolution of  digital audiences and publishing.
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Project Fishburne
A full front-end overhaul of the Lawrence platform 
designed to: 

• Accommodate the scale of our current portfolio 

• Create a more premium environment for our 
content and advertisers to co-exist 

• Provide simple customization options to 
distinguish our brands 

• Compliment Universal Web, acting as a proud 
extension of the USA TODAY brand

INTRODUCING
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Front-end Features
• Flexible and strategic monetization 

platform with new, valuable assets 

• Editorial-controlled recirculation options at 
front and asset level 

• Built-in sponsor opportunities 

• Latest CSS grid layout techniques 

• Quick configuration of look/feel, brand 
assets, font support for new properties










